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Patents Act 1977 

Combined Search and Examination Report under Sections 17 & 18(3) 
Plurality of invention (section 14(5)(d)) 

1 . Your claims define a number of separate inventions not forming a single inventive concept. The 
inventions are: 

Invention 1 : The invention as defined by claims 1 and 3 
Invention 2: The invention as defined by claims 16 and 23 
Invention 3 : The invention as define by claim 22 
Invention 4: The invention as defined by claim 25 

2. You will need to amend your claims, so that they relate to only one invention or inventive 
concept. You will also need to make consequential amendments to the description. You may wish to 
consider filing divisional applications. Any such applications should normally be filed no later than 3 
months before the expiry of the period for putting the present application in order. 

Scope of search 

3 . In accordance with Section 1 7(6), only the first of these inventions has been searched. The other 
inventions can be searched if you wish. In this case you will have to file a further Form 9/77 for each 
of the additional inventions to be searched. 

What this report covers 

4. I have not been able to consider the novelty or obviousness of the unsearched inventions. 



Novelty (section l(l)(a)) 

5. The invention as defined in claims 1 to 14 is not new because it has already been disclosed in 
each of the following documents: 

Dl: WO01/86699A2 

D2: US4863877A 

D3: Coutaz et al, Be-doped low-temperature grown GoAs for ultrafast optoelectronic devices and applications 
(Semiconducting and insulating materials conference 2000, pages 89 to 96) 

D4: Lin & Pan, Near-Bandgap ultrafast optical responses of furnace annealed arsenic-ion implanted GaAs 
(Lasers and electro-optics, IEEE Proceedings Vol 2 10-13 pages 531 to 532, Nov 1997) 
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Clarity and Support (sections 14(5)(b) and (c)) 

l'-^ Th '^^'r''°™^'!!'t^^^'"^"*^^*^^«"fig^es given m 

25. The mntii aspect of the invention (page 8. paragraph 3) quotes that the pump laser beam has™ 
wavelength between 1040 and 1070 mn. claim 25 however givls this ranges as IsSo to 1550 L 

L ^^^^^ remember that any changes made to the claims in your application must be reflected in 
the accompanying description and statement of invention incorporated Aerein. '^"lecrea m 
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